Dear Tree City USA folks:

 

 What a week! On top of a Wed. Reimbursement Deadline for Inner City Projects, THE LITTLE BAD BUG COMES TO TOWN! You may have already heard by now, on June 13th the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) in cooperation with the APHIS has confirmed the existence of the Emerald Ash Borer in Illinois. On the 12th at 4:04 IDOA announced an EAB Alert scheduled for 1:00 at the Kane County Governmental Center.  I attended this meeting and later visited the site.  That story will be in the upcoming Prairie Tree Companion (PTC)(dedicated totally to the Emerald Ash Borer and Fraxinus species).  

 

Since that time (other than closing Inner City projects by Wednesday's deadline) I have been working on the following projects on your behalf:

 

1) Wrote the upcoming issue of  the Prairie Tree Companion Newsletter exclusively on Emerald Ash Borer (It is pending posting on the internet.  I am afraid it is to large a file to send as an attachment.)  This issue provides the official announcement, shows a calendar of the events leading up to the confirmation and post confirmation activities; shows pictures of the first site/tree confirmed as having EAB; provides the Emerald Ash Borer biology; lists websites and technical references for EAB including of course the AG HOTLINE Number 1-800-641-3934; provides the website for the Illinois Community Readiness Plan; Features an article on the importance of tree inventories in EAB monitoring and community readiness; features the Fraxinus species and provides some financial impact figures.  And yes it is a thick issue of the Prairie Tree Companion newsletter.

 

2) Secured Emerald Ash Borer power point presentations from the firewood forum through the USDA Forest Service.  They should be hear today.  I plan on copying them and sending the disks to everyone.  Please bear with me.  I do not have support staff so this process may take some time. I will also see if they can be posted on the IDNR Urban and Community Forestry website for downloading. not promises there. 

 

3) Am making contacts to securing EAB public relations kits from the Firewood Forum for each Tree City USA community.

 

4) I have requested mega copies of the glossy color Emerald Ash Borer PEST ALERT from the USDA Forest Service. (This suggestion was from Lorraine Wirges, Rantoul. Thanks Lorraine.)  Once I get copies they will be distributed through the IDNR Clearinghouse, IDNR State Parks System, and at the State Fair. 

 

5) Am developing suggestions for local news releases that will be distributed through a second PTC exclusively for Tree City USA communities on EAB.

 

6)  and have analyzed the impact of the Urban and Community Forestry Grant program on helping Tree City USA communities with their readiness through the funding of tree inventories and management plans.  

 

If you have any additional technical assistance or informational needs, please let me know.

 

Out of curiously, how many of you have already been monitoring ash trees in your community for EAB?  How many of you have used your tree inventory data to assist with your EAB readiness?  I would like to think that Tree City USA communities are in a better position to monitor and respond to EAB once it is reaches (or is found in) your community. Your thought please.

 

Below please find a copy of the official announcement incase you have not seen it.  Have a nice day!

 

 


 <<EAB confirmation.doc>> 
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EMERALD ASH BORER CONFIRMED IN ILLINOIS

 

Illinois Department of Agriculture activates state response plan to
eradicate the exotic pest; urges public to learn the signs of EAB
infestation and promptly report suspected cases 

 

GENEVA, Ill. - A destructive, non-native pest that feasts on ash trees
has been detected in northern Illinois.  The Illinois Department of
Agriculture announced today that a beetle found in the yard of a Kane
County home east of Lily Lake is an emerald ash borer (EAB). 
"A coalition of local, state and federal agencies, including the USDA's
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, U.S. Forest Service and
Illinois Department of Agriculture, has been preparing for this day the
past two years," Agriculture Director Chuck Hartke said.  "Now that the
emerald ash borer has been confirmed within our borders, we'll activate
our response plan and begin the task of eradicating it.  The first step
is to conduct an extensive survey of ash trees in the area to determine
the extent of damage.  The findings will help establish boundaries for a
quarantine that will stop the movement of potentially contaminated wood
and nursery products out of the area and prevent the spread of this
pest."  
The emerald ash borer is a small, metallic-green beetle native to Asia.
Its larvae burrow into the bark of ash trees, causing the trees to
starve and eventually die.  While the beetle does not pose any direct
risk to public health, it does threaten the tree population.  Since the
emerald ash borer was first confirmed in the Midwest in the summer of
2002, more than 20 million ash trees are dead or dying. 
"We've had tremendous success identifying invasive species through
public awareness and education," Warren Goetsch, IDOA division manager
of Natural Resources, said.  "Nearly every sighting of the Asian
Long-horned beetle in Chicago was reported by a citizen.  With that kind
of assistance here, I'm optimistic we can contain this pest and save ash
trees."
The homeowner discovered the beetle and alerted the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service's Illinois field office, which sent the bug to
its lab in Romulus, Mich., for identification and notified IDOA nursery
inspectors.
Inspectors visited the residence in "The Windings" subdivision where the
beetle was found and discovered several infested ash trees.  They also
canvassed the neighborhood and uncovered at least six additional
infested trees within five-blocks of the residence, as well as evidence
of an infestation in an adjacent subdivision to the north.
"The diversity of the landscaping in this neighborhood will help our
eradication efforts," Goetsch added.  "Only about 5 percent of the trees
are ash varieties."
Inspectors have not determined how the beetle arrived in Illinois, but
suspect it may have been transported here in contaminated firewood from
a quarantined area in Michigan.  Michigan and Illinois are two of the
five states where EAB infestations have been confirmed.  The others are
Indiana, Ohio and Maryland.     
The emerald ash borer typically moves only short distances by flying,
but can survive long distances in transit on ash nursery stock, ash
logs, branches and firewood.  To avoid the accidental introduction of
the beetle to new areas, people are advised to purchase only
locally-grown nursery stock and locally-cut firewood.  
The emerald ash borer is difficult to detect in newly-infested trees.
Signs of infestation include the presence of metallic-green beetles
about half the diameter of a penny on or around ash trees, thinning and
yellowing leaves, D-shaped holes in the bark of the trunk or branches
and shoots growing from the base of the tree.  Anyone who suspects a
tree has been infested is urged to first contact their county Extension
office.  The Illinois Department of Agriculture also will offer a
toll-free hotline at 800-641-3934 for extension-confirmed infestations.
Options for treating infested trees are limited.  In most instances,
they must be removed.
###

Let the EAB hunt continue on!

