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Never Plant or Build Too Close to Tree’s “Drip Line,” Says IAA President

ANTIOCH, Ill. – Warm weather means property owners across Illinois will take on landscaping projects around their homes. Illinois Arborist Association (IAA) President Bill Bolt – a Springfield, Ill.-based consulting arborist – encourages do-it-yourselfers to protect trees and surrounding ground by working a safe distance from a tree’s trunk. 

“A simple step to follow is making sure any work is done away from a tree’s ‘drip line,’” Bolt said. “That is, away from the canopy created by the leaves at the farthest area from the trunk where water drips to the ground. Any project begun beyond the canopy should be safe for the tree and the surrounding area.
“It’s when homeowners try to plant a flower bed or install a retaining wall too close to a tree or tree trunk that root damage can take place, especially to surface roots. Stay away from that area when trenching or planting flowers,” Bolt explained. He said the fine absorbing surface roots are critical to a healthy tree because they absorb the most moisture and nutrients, so any short-term damage can have a long-lasting negative impact on the tree’s health and growth.

Bolt adds any work that needs to be done closer to the trunk should include a certified arborist, who can make clean cuts to the roots without damaging the tree, its supporting roots and critical root zone under the canopy. The arborist can offer the best solutions on how to work through your landscape project with the least amount of stress on your favorite tree. To locate a certified arborist in your area, contact the IAA at (877) 617-8887 or visit www.illinoisarborist.org.
Illinois Arborist Association background
The Illinois Arborist Association is a non-profit organization that educates members and the general public in proper tree care.  IAA supports research on trees and is based on the mission to "Foster interest, establish standards, exchange professional ideas and pursue scientific research in Arboriculture."
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