Illinois Arborist Association

Committee Duties
All Committees

· Submit budget requests to the Executive Director by November 1st.

· Submit names of at least two additional committee members to the President.

· Attend each quarterly Board meeting to report on committee activities (chair or member).

· Submit regular written reports of committee activities for inclusion in the Board meeting minutes and the chapter newsletter.

· Carry out the individual committee duties as described in the Constitution.

Standing Committees

Executive Committee

Comprised of the President, President Elect, Vice President, Executive Director and ISA Liaison

The Executive Committee shall provide general supervision over the affairs of the Chapter and is empowered to make administrative decisions regarding the operation of the Chapter.  It shall meet as required for the purpose of reviewing administrative matters of the Chapter brought to it by the Committees or members of the Chapter.  It shall recommend to the Board of Directors decisions on any matters requiring new or revised policy.

Nominating Committee


Chair: Immediate Past President

The Nominations Committee shall be responsible for solicitation from the general membership individual members qualified to serve in elected positions for the Chapter.  The nominations for elected officers; President, President-Elect, Vice President, and Directors, shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for review and approval prior to submittal of the ballot to the general membership for voting purposes.  A mail ballot shall be sent to the general voting membership prior to the annual meeting. Election results shall be announced at the annual meeting each year.

Membership Committee


Chair: Vice President

The Membership Committee shall seek the aid of present Chapter members in directing the attention of qualified non-members to the benefits and privileges of membership in the Chapter and ISA.  A goal of a 10% increase in ISA membership should be worked toward so that the Chapter can qualify for the Distinguished Chapter Award. Consider a new member orientation of some sort to get new members active in committees or functions.  Investigate why people drop their membership and suggest ways to improve. Find new groups, (geographic, types of business, etc.) to solicit memberships.

Research & Technology Transfer

The Committee shall seek ways and means to initiate and further scientific investigation of the various problems of arboriculture and/or allies supporting disciplines and shall prepare publications and compile information of interest and value.

The committee shall work closely with the Research Committee of the ISA so that this committee will be informed of the needs of the Chapter members.  In like respect, the Chapter committee shall promote the goals of the parent committee.

Identify areas where arboriculture research is needed in Illinois. Encourage investigators to seek funding from the ISA TREE Fund; IAA may also support accepted projects, generate ideas and apply for technology transfer grants for IAA projects.

Commercial Arborist Committee

The Committee shall become familiar with prevailing problems of the commercial arborists in the Chapter and lend its support to the development of solutions to these problems.

The committee shall encourage high standards of workmanship and ethics among the various commercial interests through education, communication, and other avenues.

Municipal Arborist Committee

The Committee shall become familiar with the prevailing problems encountered in municipal arboriculture/urban forestry in the Chapter and lend its support to the development of solutions to these problems.

A monthly luncheon for education and social contacts with the Chicago-area urban foresters should be continued.  Assistance and promotion of other area gatherings should be offered.

Utility Arborist Committee
The Committee shall become familiar with the prevailing problems encountered by public utility arborists in the Chapter and lend its support to the development of solutions to these problems.

Program Committee

The Program Committee shall develop a suitable program for the Annual Conference

Program Subcommittee should be developed for all conferences.

Legislative Committee

The Committee shall seek ways to initiate and further member awareness of laws affecting the arboricultural industry in the State of Illinois and on the National Level.  Information on legislative matters shall be disseminated to the members through appropriate existing or new publications as may be determined or developed by the committee.

Awards Committee

The Committee shall be responsible for the selection of appropriate candidates for presentation of Chapter Awards.  Four award categories shall be established, the Award of Merit, The Honorary Life Membership, The Special Recognition Award and the Gold Leaf Award.  The Committee may recommend additional award categories, which shall be established with the approval of a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors at any duly authorized meeting.

The Awards Committee is responsible for recommending candidates for awards to the Board of Directors three months prior to the annual meeting.  Approval of candidates for award categories shall require a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors. Voting may be completed by mail ballot sent by the Executive Director or at a regular Board of Directors meeting.

Submit at least one nomination to the ISA awards program to qualify for the Distinguished Chapter Award.

Certification & Education Committee

The Certification Committee shall be responsible for the administration of the certification of arborists in the State of Illinois.  The committee shall oversee workshop classes, proctoring exams and CEU approval.  The chair shall be the ISA Certification Liaison.

Finance Committee


Chair: President or appointed member

The Committee shall be responsible for overseeing all financial transactions of the Chapter.  An annual budget shall be submitted to the Board of Directors annually for approval.  Annual Review and report of the past fiscal years financial transaction shall be made to the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors may require an audit of financial transactions.

Donations Committee:


Chair: President Elect

This Committee shall solicit and prioritize donation requests to the Association.  The Board of Directors shall vote on the Donation Committee’s suggested candidates.

Appointed Committees

TREE Fund Committee: Wilma Schroeder
The Committee shall work to raise funds via raffles, private donations and other activities to donate to the ISA Research Trust.  The Chair shall also act as the ISA TREE Fund Liaison for the Chapter.

Scholarship Committee: Tom Green
The Committee is to solicit candidates for the annual scholarship program. Consider other programs such as “scholarships” for workshop registration, trips to the ISA and IAA annual meetings, etc.

Tree Climbing Committee: Norm Hall
The Committee shall hold an annual Tree Climbing Competition to determine a Chapter participant to compete in the International Climbing Competition held at the ISA Annual Meeting in August.  The event shall follow the rules and guidelines outlined by the ISA.

Tree Evaluation Committee: Bill Bolt
Update the regional factors in the Species Ratings & Appraisal Factors for Illinois.

Golf Outing: Mark Simon
Coordinate the Annual Golf Outing including site, sponsors, donations and promotion.

Long Range Planning


Chair: Immediate Past President
Members: Past Presidents

Work with the Executive Board and Directors to provide suggestion and tailor a long range plan for the organization

