
 

CITIZENS ARE ASKED TO: 
1) MONITOR ASH TREES, report 
possible EAB OR infested 
ashes.  
2) stop MOVing FIREWOOD. 
RELOCATING FIREWOOD CAN 
SPREAD THE INSECT. 
3) CARE FOR  ASH TREES. 
 KEEP TREES WATERED;use  isa 
certified arborists. 
4) Limit ash plantings, 
diversify.  
5) Keep informed. Check 
wwW.emeraldashborer.info        
for updates. 
 
 

 please take an 
information packet! 

If you see 
this insect or 

a sick Ash 
tree in our 

town, Please 
call  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PROBLEM 
 

Emerald ash borer was 
confirmed in Illinois for the 
first time on June 9, 2006 . 
Originally discovered in 
Michigan  in 2002, it has since 
spread into Ohio, Canada, 
Indiana, Maryland  and now 
into Illinois. IT IS ESTIMATED 
THAT one IN EVERY five TREES IN 
NORTHEast ILLINOIS IS AN ASH. 
WE hope THAT early detection 
and public awareness can help 
prevent the spread of this 
tree killing insect.  

beetle identification: 
 
• 1/2” long (can fit easily on a 

penny) by 1/8” wide.   
• Bright green metallic in 

color—hard to spot 
• Only kills ash trees 
• Eggs hatch in summer, then  

creamy white larvae tunnel 
under bark throughout the 
winter.  This tunneling is 
what kills the tree. 

• Adult beetles emerge the 
following May-july. 

• adults emerge through  a 
tiny (1/8”) D-shaped hole in 
the bark. 

• Adults mate and lay eggs in  
bark crevices—the cycle 
starts over again. 

 
Symptoms of infested ash tree: 
 
• yellowing of leaves.  
•  dieback starting in the top 

of the tree. 
• Sometimes suckers or sprouts 

form at the base of the tree, 
below the insect tunneling. 

• Trees usually die in 2-4 years. 
• SOMETIMES WOODPECKERS 

DAMAGE BARK ON THE TRUNK. 
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A. EMERALD ASH BORER ADULT 
B.  ADULT BEETLE EMERGING 
C.  D-SHAPED EXIT HOLES 
D.  S-SHAPED GALLERIES UNDER BARK 
E.  ASH TREE LEAF 
F.  ADULT SIZE COMPARED TO A PENNY 
G.  LARVA 
H.  DIFFERENT STAGES OF LARVA 
I.  GALLERIES WITH AN EXIT HOLE 
J.  ADULT BEETLE  

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN FROM WWW.EMERALDASHBORER.INFO AND MSU EXTENSION BULLETINS. 
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